
 

 

I Think I Can 
Created by Sam Routledge and Martyn Coutts 
 

 
 
I Think I Can is an interactive installation that invites the public to engage and play by becoming temporary 
residents via a tiny puppet.   Through puppetry, live video, and active audience interaction, this innovative 
public artwork asks “What would you like to be today?” engaging participants in an optimistic task of 
collective storytelling that deals with dynamic notions of residency and responsibility. 
 
A model railway layout is placed in a public square, arts centre or railway station.  Participants are invited to 
take a “career test” on a custom-built iPad application and from their answers, are allocated an intricately 
detailed miniature puppet. They are invited to imagine themselves as this character and as they tell their 
story, a puppeteer animates the character into the miniature world. The puppet is filmed and the footage 
projected live onto screens above. As more characters arrive, a world where children make the decisions is 
created, with each participant’s story documented in an online newspaper. 
 
A charmingly optimistic exploration of responsibility, community and place.  ABC News 
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ABOUT THE PRODUCTION                                
 
Participants first take a playful “career test” on a custom-built iPad application. The test calculates their 
personality and provides them a choice of puppets in professions to which they are suited. This encourages 
children to imagine themselves into another reality, as if they were grown up. They receive an intricately 
detailed 1:87 scale human figure and are invited to imagine their resident’s story. As a puppeteer animates 
the character into the miniature railway world, the participant tells their puppet’s story. This story is 
documented and appears on the website created for the project, which is in the form of an online 
newspaper. As the puppet is animated, its movements are filmed and the footage is streamed live onto 
screens above or adjacent to the installation. At the end of their direct engagement, participants are given 
a “passport,” which enables them to return to the miniature town at anytime over the period of the 
engagement and move their figure again in relation to what has happened around them. As more 
characters arrive, the virtual community continues to expand, and each participant can track the journey of 
their figure through the online newspaper:  www.ithinkicanonline.com. 
  
This work offers the opportunity for deeply layered community engagement, including a necessary 
collaboration between Terrapin, the Presenter, and groups, such as a local model railway club, or individual 
model railway club members/enthusiasts. 
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SUGGESTED ADVERTISING COPY 
 
Choose a miniature puppet as your alter ego and play out your new life on a large-scale model railway. I 
Think I Can brings together model trains, intricate puppetry, live video and active audience participation to 
create an innovative public artwork that asks: “What would you like to be today?” 
 
 

VIDEO LINKS 
 
Short highlights for audiences: http://vimeo.com/75373948#at=0 
 
Explanatory highlights for presenters: http://vimeo.com/70447154 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

http://vimeo.com/75373948#at=0
http://vimeo.com/70447154
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CREATIVE TEAM 

 
Director Sam Routledge 
Media Artist and Dramaturg Martyn Coutts 
Software and Interaction Design Matt Gingold & Oliver Marriott 
Design Jonathon Oxlade 
Website and Graphic Design Futago 
Consultant Ian PIdd 
 
Originally produced by Intimate Spectacle and created in association with The Australian Model Railway 
Association, Glen Iris, Australia. 
 
 

TERRAPIN PUPPET THEATRE 
 
Established for over 32 years, Terrapin is Australia’s 
premier contemporary puppet theatre creating 
world-class performances for young people and 
their families.  
 
Telling sophisticated stories of humour and pathos, 
the company embraces new technologies whilst 
remaining true to the wonder and illusion resident 
in the age-old craft of puppetry. In its productions, 
the company aims to inspire families by 
encouraging them to express the power of their 
collective imagination through inventive play with 
the objects and devices that surround them. It 
 
Terrapin injects skills and programs into the 
Tasmanian community, supporting and developing 
artists and touring nationally and internationally.  
 
In 2012, Terrapin’s production Boats won the 
Helpmann Award for Best Presentation for 
Children, Australian theatre’s highest honour. 
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MEDIA REVIEW 
 

Downsized and rockin' it 

Katrina Lobley , Brisbane Times 
Published: September 21, 2013 - 3:00AM  

With Sam Routledge's help, I'm channelling my inner rock star. That's the alter-ego I've chosen for life in 
Springfield Junction, the model railway town that has suddenly appeared at Sydney's Central Station 
concourse near the country train platforms.  

Routledge's interactive installation is called I Think I Can - in homage to the children's book The Little Engine 
that Could. Passers-by can become a 1.5-centimetre-tall resident of the town and shape an ongoing 
storyline after completing an iPad "personality test". 

After answering a series of questions - such as are you more likely to be early or late; are you attracted to 
sensible or imaginative people; are you ruled by your head or your heart; do you talk or listen when 
meeting someone new? - the test summarises your personality. 

It tells me that loyalty, duty and civic responsibility shape my sense of self, then poses a provocative choice. 
Would I like to live in Springfield Junction as someone like my real-life self or someone different? 

Staying the same seems dull so I'm offered nine alternatives from the town's 180-plus cast of characters 
that includes Santa, Death, a clown, a vampire and an AFL footballer. Do I want to be a competitive eater? 
Actor's agent? Nightclub promoter? No, no, no, I'll try life as a rock star. 

Using a long pin, Routledge - the artistic director of Hobart's Terrapin Puppet Theatre and a puppeteer - 
demonstrates how he moves the tiny figures about the model town according to their stories. He tells me 
who else is hanging out in the streets: Obama is talking to the Pope about disarming the world's nuclear 
weapons, the Queen is taking a sick corgi to the vet, and a sumo wrestler is chatting to a physicist about 
weight versus strength. 

"I want you to start thinking as a rock star," instructs Routledge, who created I Think I Can with Melbourne-
based artist Martyn Coutts. "Where do you want to go?" I offer to hover near Obama. "So what's the rock 
star going to talk to the President about?" My upcoming single, of course. "What's the genre?" Heavy rock. 
"How long have you been in this career?" I burst onto the scene just six months ago. "How do you think the 
President will respond?" I think he'll be polite, smile and wish me luck. What a lame, non-rock star answer.  

These details help writer and blogger, Drew Fairley, to document the town's many dramas in an online 
newspaper, the Springfield Junction Times, while above the model town, a camera magnifies the characters 
onto big screens. People must return to the installation to direct their character's storyline - something 
they can't do remotely - and to respond to the twists and turns initiated by others taking part. 

Inspiration for the piece came from Routledge and Coutts contemplating just how small puppets could go. 
They also noted the similarities between puppeteers and model railway enthusiasts. 

"They wouldn't think that what they're doing is imaginative play but it is," Routledge says. "It's not that 
different from what I do as a puppeteer - we're bringing these things to life." 
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The duo spent time with Australian Model Railway Association members in Melbourne, when they came up 
with the idea of moving the tiny residents of the model town around like puppets, while getting the public 
involved. I Think I Can had a trial run in Melbourne's Federation Square earlier this year. 

It got many different responses, Routledge says. ''Some people were really interested in participating, 
others were happy just to look at it for 10 minutes and move on, others were happy to look at it for half an 
hour and get in there and follow the stories but not participate.'' 

In Sydney, the 10-metre by three-metre model town layout with oil refinery, meatworks and train tunnel, 
comes courtesy of the Hills Model Railway Society, which will run model trains during the artwork's opening 
hours. ''People can have the engagement that they want with it," Routledge says.  

I Think I Can, part of Art & About Sydney, runs until October 6. See artandabout.com.au. 

This story was found at: http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/entertainment/art-and-design/downsized-
and-rockin-it-20130919-2u09r.html 

 

 
 
 

 
  

http://www.artandabout.com.au/
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ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES 
 
 
 
Sam Routledge - Director 
 
Sam is the Artistic Director of Terrapin.  He is a director, puppeteer and known 
innovator in contemporary puppetry. He has a B.A. in Communication (Major - 
Theatre and Media) from Charles Sturt University, Bathurst and a Post Graduate 
Diploma in Puppetry from the Victorian College of the Arts. He has performed with 
Terrapin, Arena Theatre Company, Kim Carpenter’s Theatre Of Image and LATT 
Children’s Theatre Seoul. Sam was a member of My Darling Patricia, having 
performed in Kissing The Mirror, Politely Savage and Night Garden. Most recently, 
he initiated the Malthouse commissioned production Africa, which was nominated 
for a Helpmann Award and toured nationally in 2011 through the Mobile States 
program. As a creator of original performance, he co-created Operation with 
Martyn Coutts which premiered at the 2006 Next Wave Festival and had a return 
season at the Arts Centre Melbourne and Is Theatre Hobart. He initiated and  
co-created the object theatre production Men of Steel, which has toured to the UK, 
Hong Kong, China, Korea, Japan, New Zealand and Singapore. 
In 2008, he performed with Danish Children’s Theatre company Gruppe 38 in their 
production The Holy Night and participated in the Art of Play workshop run by 

Chiara Guidi from Socìetas Raffaello Sanzio.  
 
 
 
Martyn Coutts – Media Artist and Dramaturg  
 
Martyn Coutts is an interdisciplinary artist working across mediums and contexts. His interest lies in creating 
immersive, interactive experiences that challenge audiences and communities. He has shown his work 
across Australia and throughout the Asia-Pacific. 
His works include Operation and Computer Boy with Blood Policy, Wayfarer with Kate Richards, Thrashing 
Without Looking with Aphids, Visible City for the Melbourne Fringe and SAC35 for Salamanca Arts Centre. 
As a video artist Martyn has worked with Arena Theatre Company, Is Theatre, Luke George, Sam 
Routledge, Stuck Pigs Squealing, Dancehouse, Kelly Ryall, Brian Lipson and in 2009 was the recipient of a 
Green Room award for his video design on The Harry Harlow Project. 
He has also dramaturged a number of dance works with Stompin’, Luke George, Brooke Stamp, Martin Del 
Amo and Liesel Zink. 
Martyn is one half of Deadpan, a reseach and art collaboration with Willoh S.Weiland, a member of art 
collective Field Theory, an Associate Artist with Aphids and is the founder of online Live Art resource LALA, 
He has sat on the Arts Victoria Community Partnerships Panel, Australia Council Inter-Arts Panel, Green 

Room Hybrid and Alternative Panel and is a member of the Next Wave Festival board. 
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