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The Roles of the Creative Team

The Director
The Director oversees the Pla9 and the Puppctrg and makes sure that all elements of the
Procluction (script, clesign, puppets, music, Pcrtormers, lights, sound and other technical

rec]uirements) come together to communicate the ideas and the story to the audience.

The Writer

The Writer clevelops the scriPt) often in consultation with other members of the creative team. The
script includes not onlg the text for the Pertormancc but also stage directions and visual

descriptions.

The Designer

Because puppetry is a visual art form, clcsign is incrediblg important. The &esigner is not onlg
working on the set and costumes but also the PuPPets. Often the clesigners will make ‘mock-uP’
puppets for ear|9 rehearsals, so that Problems with maniPulation and movement can be identified
and overcome earlg. In this show, the puppets include found o]:jects. TerraPin designers also have

the cha“enge of makinga set that is quick to set up and able to fit in the Tcrrapin van.

The Composcr
The Composer creates new music to hclp ttsc audience understand the storg and what is haPPening

on stage. Music hclps create atmosplﬁere and mood.

The Performers

PuPPetrg is a very technical art form. Not only do Puppetecrs have to think about what the
puppets are cloing but their own bodies are also choreographecl. The puppeteers often work in
confined spaces, sO the way their bodies move together is important. Pcrtorming is a very Physical

art torm and rec]uires the Pertormers to be tit and strong.
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Overview of the Performance

The Waitzing Tree is the story of a brave girl) June, who escapes her Familg and befriends a tree,
Terrg. Out of a genuine desire to help the tree she embarks on a remarkable quest. She sets out
to take the Po”en from Terry to the only other tree of the same spccies, Maggje. Maggie lives a
long way away, and to guidc her on the Path Tcrrg weaves a song into the wind...a waltz. As long
as June can hear the song she is on the right track. Along the way June is cha”engecl and
suPPor’ce& 139 various characters. She meets the avuncular Wombat, nervous Rubber) logal Chergl
and das’carc”y Edgar the eagle, foe of all trees! During the course of hcrjourneg June learns a lot
about the different characters she meets but also about her own strengths and weaknesses.
When she returns to her Fami!g after her great adventure she is able to weave a little magjc into

their lives!

Suggested Activities

The Fo“owing activities are broken into groups that link to the relevant areas of the curriculum:
Literary, The Arts, Science, Health and We”being. They are suggestions or stePPing off Points

for teachers to use as guides for Preparing alesson, a group or solo activity.

Literarg

Morning rituals

What rituals or things haPPen every morning, in your house? Do you get dressed, eat breakfast
and watch television? Do you walk the dog, scrub the floors and talk to a tree? In Pairs, tell each
other your morning routine. Then tell each other’s story to the class. This information could be

co”ated into a Pos’cer or graph.

Shortcuts

Shortcuts can be fun. Shortcuts can be dangerous. Shortcuts can take you into the unknown.
Write a story in which a bog or girl takes a shortcut and ends up in another world! How do theg
get back? who do they meet? What is one thing theg bring back with them to amaze their friends?

Adventure

There are no dragons or unicorns in Waltzing Tree, but many of the characters do things and say
things that we don’t norma”y find in the real world. Choose an o}:ﬂec’c or animal and gjve it a voice.
Make up the story of where it was born. What it eats. What it likes. Where it goes for holiclags.
Who are its friends. Now think of a way it does something extremelg bold and adventurous. Does

it save the city? Rescue a fair maiden or Figlﬁt a cabbage from outer spacc’?

Terrapin Puppet Theatre’s The Waltzing Tree Teacher’s Resource Kit © 2011 3



Computer games

Design a computcr game based on The Waltzing Tree. How do you score Points? Think about
levels and cha“enges. Draw Pictures. Work out the controls. Create a Poster or PowerPoint

Presentation to Pitch your idea.

The Arts

Waltzing

Listen to some waltzes with the music teacher. Theg come in many different moods and s’cyles.

What is unique about waltzes? How can you tell a waltz from other classical music?

Hesitation

June accepts the quest without hesitation. There is a drama game called “Yes let’s.” The class
stands in a circle. Each person makes an offer, a verbal and Phgsical offer, for examPle Jet’s all
bark like a dog”. Evcrgbodg rcsPoncls with the Phrase ‘yes, let’s”. Then evergbodg does their
own version of barking like a dog. Move around the circle until everyone has had a turn. The

response “965 let’s” is Positive and loud. The movements are enthusiastic and fun.

Transformation

The Director has chosen to use evcrgdag household objects to bring the world of The Waltzing
Tree to life. Saucepans) kitchen cuPboards, umbrellas, cooking utensils and hat stands become
womba’cs) eagles, trees, cliffs and streams. Make your own Puppe’cs from orclinarg objects.
Eclgar the eagle is a great example of this. It is notjust maniPulating an ol:ject, but acicling to the
object and transxcorming it into something new. Groups of three students could create a Plag using

their PuPPets.

Dance

June is able to teach her parents something when she comes home. Think of somethinggou rea“g
like: cars, ice skating, butterflies etc., and make up your own dance moves based on this ti‘iing.
Make sure it has at least four different movements, eg. honking the horn, turning the wheel,
looking over shoulder to Park, wind blown back from goirigJ fast. Put all the moves together to
make a short dance. Show them to the class. Take it home and teach your mum and dad.

Science

Making sound
Terry makes the song, he sings bg shaping the wind. How do you make sound? How does the

human mouth throat work to Producc sound which we shape into language with our teeth and
tongue? Your class could sing some songs i‘iolcling their noses, i‘iolcling their tongues, clenching

their teeth. How do these songs sound?

Terrapin Puppet Theatre’s The Waltzing Tree Teacher’s Resource Kit © 2011 4



The water cuclc

Terry sPea‘(s of ‘miraculous water, detging gravity’. What is the water cgcle? How is it important
to the life of Plants? How are Plants important in the water cgcle? Make a Poster that shows the
various stages of the water cgc’e. All life on earth is dePenclent on water. How does man use and

manage water around the worlcl?

The litecucle of Plants

June carries Terry’s Howers containing Po”en to Maggje. In the story what else do theg use to
make Derrick the saPling? What is the litecgcle of a Plant? What is required fora Plant to grow?
You could Plant some seeds in class and document their development. Don’t torget to name your

little seec“ings!

Transformation

Rubber was a rubber ball when he was young, He transformed into a tree. Talk about other things
that make amazing changes from when theg are young to when theg are tu”y grown, for example
taclPole to trog, catchiHar to }:)utterﬂy. Choose an animal and imagjne it goes through a similar
process. For example instead of a PUPPY growing up to bea dog it becomes a television. Changes
take Place one by one. It grows an aerial. Its tail falls off and becomes a remote. Its nose is the

volume switch etc. Have fun!

Protective materials

June uses a suit of rubber to Protect herself against Edgar. What are some other things People
wear to Protect themselves. What are theg made of? What do thcg Protect the wearer from? What
are somejobs where Peoplc have to wear Protective clothing all the time/otten? For example,
Protection from sun, pressure, lack of air, bows and arrows, bu“ets, weather) etc. This would fit

into the Primary Connections Material world unit very well.

“Theu say People don’t care about trees!”

Is Terry rigt;t? What are some ways that PeoPle do care about trees? What are some ways that we
dor’t? Organize a Planting dag where each student Plants a saPling. The local council might like
to help with this.

The heart of the matter
An albatross can tlg for dags without landing. Its Hight seems almost effortless. The albatross’s

heartbeat is actua”g slower when it flies than when it “rests” on land. Take your heart beat when:
a) you are sitting quietly and have been resting for a few minutes.

b straight after you have sPrinted.

o) first ttn'ng when you wake up in the morning,

d) when you stand in tront ot the class or watch a scary scene in a movie.
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Health and We”being

Fear

June is scared of water. Chergl is scared of heights. Rubber is scared of resources disaPPearing.
Many Peoplc are scared of different things. Some are scared of spiders. Sharks. Heights.
AirPlanes. The dark. Pretend you are a journalis’c. Interview friends, Familg, neighbours or
teammates about what theg are scared of. Ask them why theg are scarc&, and how they cope with

this fear. Write this article as a newspaper rePor’c.

Courage
June realizes that she has made the last Part of thejoumeg herself...she is begoncl the range of

Terrg’s voice. What are some things that you havc done yoursc”: that you are Proucl o{:? Have
you ever done something Hoursehc to help a s’crangcr? Wha’c was it? This coulcl bc a

think/[:)air/share activity or a show and tell.

Communication

There was a time when mobile Phones and the Internet did not exist. Terry and Laura and Maggje
communicate 139 shaping the wind. What are some other ways we might communicate across long
distance? Make a cup and string Phone. Practice semaphore, using ﬂags you make across the
school oval, letting each Hag be a speci{:ic letter, signal or command. In a dark Place you can use
stencils on a torch to send a signal or a message. Design some stencils that can indicate the way
to go, clanger aheacl, Food, a good Place to sleep and something else which the group has to

guessl
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TERRARPIN

PUPPET THEATRE

About TerraPin PuPPet Theatre

TerraPin PuPPet Theatre is the Australian innovator of Puppctry—based visual theatre embracing
new technologics, creating contemporary s’corgte”ing, and touring and co”abora’cing na’ciona”g
and internationa”y. The company injec’cs skills and programs into the Tasmanian community,
entertaining Familg audiences and suPPorting and developing artists. The company is exploring
digital puppetry, which uses new technologies and cross Pla’mcorm Prac’cice to continua”g
c]ﬁa”enge and redefine Puppe‘crg as a visual theatre form. Terrapin creates new works through
research and developmen’cal processes that are designed sPeciFicallg for each work. Whilst
TerraPin reaches to the future in its exploration of form and story tc”ing s’cylcs, it does so with its
feet Firmlg grounclecl in the age-old craft of puppetry and theatre’s rich traditions. TerraPin’s

Produc’cions engage a” age grouPs and are designed to tour.

Artistic Director Frank Newman
Chief Executive Officer Kevin O’Loghlin
Production Manager Andrew MacDonald

77 Salamanca Place
Hobart TAS 7004
0% 6223 6834
imco@terrapin.org.au

www.terrapin.org.au
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